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This paper aims to study the development of Western libraries and its political, economic, re-
ligious, educational, and cultural background. The development of Western librariesin the modern
age has been closely related to and influenced by the Renai ssance, Enlightenment, and Democratic
movements. From the devel opment of contemporary libraries, there have a so arisen five new categories
of libraries, namely the national, public, university or academic, school, and specid libraries.
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